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your monthly exploration of new music 

10 Global Ear: Havana 

With Cuba virtually alone in the Communist world, a new breed of musicians, from female rappers to 
streetwise agit-salsa groups, is telling it like it is. Holger Hiller gets dose, but no cigar 

12 Bites 

18 Fred Frith 

Whatever you do, don't mention Henry Cow to the itinerant British guitarist and Naked City bassist, whose 
career encompasses experimental rock, film scores and free improvisation. By Mike Barnes 

26 Hugh Davies 

With his miked-up encyclopedia, multishozyg, springboards and aeolian harps, this veteran of the Music 
Improvisation Company is the masterbuilder of instrument inventors. By Rob Young 

30 The Secret History of Film Music 

How the European avant garde became Hollywood’s academy of peril, adding the shock of dissonance and 
atonality to such horror classics as Psycho and The Creature From The Black Lagoon. By Philip Brophy 

32 Matthew Shipp 

prime. Is this the new face of the Great Black Music? 

36 Invisible Jukebox: Julian Cope 

England's coolest arch-drude gets vexed over tracks by The Fall, Kevin Ayers, A Certain Ratio, Scott Walker, 
Stockhausen, Sly & The Family Stone and more. Tested by Mike Barnes 

40 The Primer: Field Recordings 

Taking the pith helmet out of the history of World Music, Richard Henderson charts a beginner's route through 
field recordings of Balinese gamelan, Tibetan monks, rainforest pygmies and more 

44 Lalo Schifrin 

Hollywood’s most prolific composer, whose scores include Bullitt, Enter The Dragon and Mission: Impossible, 
reveals the secrets of his demented art to Daniel Pemberton 


reviews 

49 Soundcheck February's selected albums and 12"s, including new releases from Terry Callier, Tony 
Conrad, Holger Czukay, Fushitsusha, Mark Hollis, Charles Mingus, Harry Partch, Porter Ricks, Eddie Provost & Evan 
Parker, Scanner, Terre Thaemlitz, DJ Vadim and more 63 Multimedia Rob Young enters the videodrome 
with Hex’s Stuart Warren-Hill 64 On Location Going live: Getting ORF on Kunstradio in Vienna; Mouse On 
Mars and Tortoise post-rock da house in Camden; 50 years of musique concrete in Paris 66 Print Run New 
music books: Blixa Bargeld's lyrics; La Monte Young’s Minimalism; rock in academia; fanzines on the fly 


5 Editorial 6 Letters 3 Soundings February's selected live events, festivals, happenings, club spaces 
and radio 48 Charts 72 Back Issues 7 3 Subscribe and bag a FREE Can Solo Edition CD 
2 4 Epiphanies Kevin Ayers introduces Biba Kopf to the joys of noise 
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A hypnotic, ambient mix 
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infused with trip hop 
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letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, 
or fax: 0171 287 4767, or e-mail: the_wire@ukonlme.co.uk. Please include a full 
name and address. Every letter published wins a FREE CD 
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global ear 


































































miles davis 


panthalassa 


reconstruction and mix translation by bill laswell 

Panthalassa marks a return to some of the most important recordings of Miles Davis' passionate and controversial 'electric' period of the early 19/ 
Conceived by producer Bill Laswell as a modern mix translation and reconstruction in sound, this unprecedented project features newly restored performances c 
never-before-heard extended themes from In A Silent Way |t 969 ), On The Corner (1972), and Get Up With It (1974) - all taken from the original multitrack tap 
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POEmS&tALES 

OF Ed CAR ALLAn POE 

Features readings set to music by an artfully 
chosen cast of actors and musicians including: 

uiamanda Galas Gabriel Byrne 

Christopher Walken Dr. John 

Iggy Pop Ed Sanders 



















■ the frith 

element 


Whether upfront on his own projec 
guitarist Fred Frith has sought e 1 
moving between rock, jazz, impro 
Photography: Eva Vermandel 


or undercover in groups like Naked City 
more imaginative ways to keep the traffic 
ad and utility musics. Words: Mike Barnes, 















An Englishman in New York 
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A question of timing 



Rock revisited 





















COMING SOON... Tortoise "TNT" CD/DLP 

Trans Am 'The Surveillance" CD/LP 
Techno Animals "vs Reality" CD/DLP 
OUT NOW... Salaryman "Voids & Superclusters 
Remix +3" 12" 

Techno Animal vs Porter Ricks 

Distributed in the UK by Vital: pi 179 883333 (Tel) 81179 880605 (Fax] 


8 FROZEN MODULES 
The Confused Electrician 

Released by 

on January 26th on CD & LP. 

Seven tracks of the most glacial and intense electro¬ 
nic dub you'll ever hear, like Jah Wobble stuck inside 
a metal box with guitar sirens attacking him from all 















In the latest reel of his secret history of film music, Philip Brophy records how the 
European avant garde unleashed Hollywood’s monsters from the deep 



ACADEMY OF PERIL 


















heateeker 

Of the all free spirits making up New York’s downtown artistic nexus, pianist Matthew Shipp 
has come closest to finding the superchord that will blast conventional harmonies wide open. 
Words: Howard Mandel. Photography: D Tyler Huff 
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invisible jukebox 
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the. 

primer 


An occasional series in which 
we offer a beginner’s guide to 
the must-have recordings of 
some of our favourite 
musicians (andmusic). This 
month, Richard Henderson 
enters the preternatural 
realm of field recordings 
Illustration: Savage Pencil 
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I country's first jazz orchestras, a 16 

































charts 


Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 


Driftworks (Big Cat) 


Terry Riley Poppy Nogood And The Phantom Band 
(Organ Of Corti) 

Plats Gustafsson Parrot Fish Eye (Okkadisk) 

3000 Degrees'(Tzadik) 

Kevin Drumm Kevin Drumm (Perdition Plastics) 

Stefan Jaworzyn/Alan Wilkinson In A Sentimental 
Mood (Incus) 



Folke Rabe What” (Dexter’s Cigar/Drag City) 

Tim Berne's Bloodcount Unwound (Screwgun) 
Aube/Katsumi/Kosakai Monde Bruits (Japan 
Overseas) 


David Mahler Voice Of The Poet (Artifact) 



Spring Heel Jack Busy, Curious, Thirsty (Trade 2) 
Fauna Flash Aquarius (Compost) 

Pantunes Music In Search Of The Surface Noise 
(Sprawl Imprint) 

Subtle Tease The Goings Of An Offer (Ladomat 

Various Decay (Ash International) 

Various Masterclass (Stealplaat/Korzo) 

(Crowd Control Activities) 

Kristoff K Roll Des Travailleurs De La Nuit, A L'Amie 
Des Objets (Metamkine) 

Orchester 33 1/3 Orchester 33 1/3 
(Rhiz/Plag Dich Nicht) 

Compiled by Christoph Toupin, Onus Maximus, Radio Arc-En 


ES 


Rehberg & Bauer Fafet (Touch) 

Merzbow/Haters Tribute To MB (Old Europa Cafe) 
Will Oldham Joya (Drag City) 

Masaki Batoh Collected Works 1995-96 (The Now 

Aube Stared Gleam Oris Light) 

Final The First Millionth Of A Second (Manifold) 


MSBR Ultimate Ambience (MSBR Records). 

Keiji Haino/Loren Mazzacane Connors Vol 2 

Crawl Unit The Future In Reverse (Povertech) 

MJ Harris/Martyn Bates Murder Ballads (Passages) 
(Musica Maxima Magnetica) 

Social Interiors Traces Of Mercury (Extreme) 

David Kristian/Lowfish Split 12’ (Suction) 



Charles Mingus Passions Of A Man: The Complete 
Atlantic Recordings 1956-61 (Rhino) 

Sonic Youth Slaapkamers Met Slagroom (SYR) 
Ernst Reijseger Colla Parte (Winter & Winter) 
Various Vietnam: Music Of The Montagnards (CDM) 
Tortoise TNT (City Slang) 

The Dead C Tusk (Corpus Hermeticum) 

Gas Zauberberg (Mille Plateaux) 

Suicide Live At CBGB’s 1977 (Blast First/Red Star) 
Musrat Fateh Ali Khan En Concert A Paris (Ocora) 
Various Legendary Deep Funk Vol 2 (Bar Rumba) 
Kevin Ayers Whatevershebringswesing (BGO) 

Lalo Schifrin Enter The Dragon: OST (Warner Bros) 
DJ Shadow Camel Bobsled Race (Q-Bert Megamix) 

Terry Callier Timepiece (Talkin' Loud) 

Compiled by The Wire Sound System 


David Holmes Don't Die Just Yet (Mogwai Remix) (Go! 
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Windsor For The Derby 
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multi L, 
media 


Scanning the interface of music and interactive media 



















.on Going live: festivals, concerts, clubs in the flesh 

location 













The 50th Anniversary of 
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new notes at a glance 


information from SPNM 
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the 1998 ace catalogue 
write, phone, fax or ei 


• the best 
;ourid quality 


• the best 
packaging 


the best 
ochpilations 


the best 
f everything 


original blues classics 
prestige 

riverside xNlL - 

southbound 
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vanguard 

Ace fans who received last year's catalogue 



